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Behind the Scene at Tour de Tellico: Planning and Preparation 
Will Pay Off for Area Charities.

Date: Saturday, September 25

Event: Tour de Tellico Bicycling Events and Fun Walk

(Loudon, TN) – What does it take to host a day of charity bicycle rides and a walking event? A lot of work up front, according to the Tour de Tellico host organization.


As Saturday, September 25 approaches, members of the Tellico Lake Rotary Club are busy making final preparations for the fifth annual Tour de Tellico events. Bicycling and walking routes have been selected, personally travelled and mapped out on the Internet. The event Web site has been updated and readied to accept online registrations. Sponsors have been solicited, promotional literature distributed, and route staffing and safety support are finalized. 


“Now, we cross our fingers for great weather,” said Jim Getchonis, event chair with the Rotary Club. “This is our fifth year working with the Tour de Tellico charity bike rides and walking events and, due to foul weather in past years, we have yet to see the true potential of the Tour. Given good weather, participation could be fantastic.”


Last year, despite torrential rain, more than 90 cyclists participated in Tour de Tellico. According to Getchonis, based on a significant increase in sponsor participation, this year’s Tour de Tellico should be a record-setting event. Adding an extra dimension to the 2010 Tour de Tellico is participation by Get With It, a not-for-profit organization 

addressing women’s health issues in the Monroe and Loudon county area. Get With It organized and will lead the Tour de Tellico Fun Walk. The group will offer “stations” along an approximate 3-mile walk to entertain and inform participants on healthy lifestyle services, nutritional education, free exercise groups and self-esteem and self-awareness programs made available by Get With It.  The Fun Walk will be followed by a  nutritional lunch that is included free with Fun Walk registration.


Tour de Tellico bicyclists are offered a choice of 50 kilometer and 100 kilometer rides that will begin at Tellico Village Square and cover scenic routes through portions of Loudon and Monroe County. For seasoned cyclists, a 100 mile “Century” ride is available. Most participants in this event have spent much of the summer training for a route that will cover more challenging roads bordering Monroe County foothills. 


“To keep track of riders, Blount Emergency Communications Services (BECS) staffs checkpoints along the routes. Should a rider experience difficulty, BECS volunteers and Tellico Lake Rotary members will be there to assist,” Getchonis added. 


What are fruits of this Rotary Club’s labor? Getchonis expects this year’s Tour de Tellico will generate more than $10,000 for Loudon County Habitat for Humanity, Monroe County Boys & Girls Club, Get With It and other selected Rotary charities. 


Bicyclists and walkers can get more information and register online at www.tourdetellico.com 

The Tellico Lake Rotary club provides service to the community, networks with other organizations, promotes high ethical standards, advances goodwill, and peace through fellowship of business, professional, and community leaders. 
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